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The three great native powers at this period were
Tippoo Sukan, the Nizam and the Mahrattas. They,
occupied the whole of the territory from the Carnatic
up to Delhi, with a long line of seaboard on the western
coast extending from the north of Cochin up to Guzerat,
excepting the Portuguese ports and the British depen-
dency of Bombay. On the eastern coast the provinces
of Cuttack and Orissa divided the Madras Presidency
from Bengal and afforded an outlet to the sea. As
regards the Carnatic it was almost entirely in the hands
of the British. The Nawab, Mahomed Ali, was still the
nominal ruler of the former portion of the Nizam's domin-
ions, but he resided at Madras, and, though suspected
of intriguing with Tippoo, he was practically under
British influence. Of these three Powers Tippoo's was
the one from which most danger was to be apprehended.
For the last six years he had been carefully husbanding
his resources and increasing the efficiency of his army.
He was known to be waiting for an opportunity to
recover the territory he had lost in 1792, and he looked
upon the French as his natural allies, since they were
the hereditary rivals of the English. Tippoo's posses-
sions on the western coast gave him facilities for com-
municating with the French at the Isle of France, and as
a matter of fact some 200 volunteers had recently landed
on that coast from Mauritius and had been taken into
his service.

The Nizam, although greatly reduced in power from
what he had been fifty years before, was still in possession
of an extensive kingdom, but with every year this power
was being weakened, and the result of the battle of
Khurdla had been to shake his kingdom to its very founda-
tions. It seemed inevitable that, sooner or later, if left
to himself, he must fall a victim either to the ambition